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Picture it! - 1984



Winning Flag Design 



What makes good flag design?*

1.  Keep it simple.

2.  Use meaningful 
symbolism.

3.  Use two to three basic 
colors.

4.  Avoid Lettering or 
seals.

5.  Be distinctive or 
related.

*North American Vexillological Association

Vexillology:  The study of flags

https://youtu.be/gr71vQPTxYQ


Neighboring Jurisdiction Flags

Vexillologists call flags like these SOBs



Town Seal Closely mirrors the State Seal

https://youtu.be/f2MoWJ7MJsI


Neighboring Jurisdiction Flags



Examples of Good Flag Design-Chicago

• Stars represent major events in Chicago’s 
history

• Three white backgrounds - North, West and 
South sides of the city

• Top Blue Bar – Lake Michigan and the Chicago 
River North Branch

• Bottom Blue Bar – Chicago River South Branch 
and the “Great Canal”



Examples of Good Flag Design-Washington, DC
• Inspired by the Washington family coat of 

arms
• Reflects the historical significance of George 

Washington.
• White field - purity and innocence
• Red stripes - valor and bravery
• Three stars - the three branches of 

government



Examples of Good Flag Design- Maryland
• Inspired by the 17th century heraldic banner 

of arms of Cecil Calvert, the 2nd Baron 
Baltimore (1605-1675).

• Consists of the arms of his father, George, 
1st Baron of Baltimore (1579-1623), 
quartered with those of his grandmother, 
heiress of the Crossland family.

• Officially adopted by the Maryland General 
Assembly in 1904.



Examples of Good Flag Design



Other Town Logo/Seal images



Logo from Vienna’s 100th Anniversary



Current two-color logo



Current one-color logo



Prior Logo



Town of Vienna Images



What makes good flag design?*

1.  Keep it simple.

2.  Use meaningful symbolism.

3.  Use two to three basic colors.

4.  Avoid Lettering or seals.

5.  Be distinctive or related.

*North American Vexillological Association

https://youtu.be/gr71vQPTxYQ


Next Steps?


