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Project Background

• Town issued an RFP in May 2024 seeking a consulting firm to assist with establishing outdoor lighting 
standards to: 

1. Reduce the impacts of light trespass and light pollution

2. Promote safety and security

3. Improve the aesthetic quality of the Town

4. Encourage energy conservation

• Two products sought: 

1. Update to relevant articles in the Zoning Ordinance

2. Design standards for BAR and applicant use

• Clanton & Associates selected as consultant firm; wrapped up work in January 2026

• DPZ staff working to refine and better tailor recommendations to Vienna in conjunction with Town Attorney
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Consultant Recommendations

• Address exterior lighting fixtures (luminaires) and lighting for signs, lighting plan 
requirements

• Establish maximum light levels and color temperatures for exterior luminaires

• Minimize light pollution by mitigating upward-directed lighting through shielded 
and aimed luminaires

• Establish a nighttime curfew (10 PM-6 AM) for non-essential exterior luminaires 
(ex: recreational lighting)

• Require that new luminaires conform to lighting regulations once the regulations 
are adopted
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Three Main Policy Decisions for Town Council

• Should code require that on-premise signage larger than 100 square feet is 
illuminated while the associated business or activity is taking place and must 
otherwise be extinguished during nighttime curfew (10 PM-6 AM)?

• Should the Church Street District and Church Street Vision Incentive Overlay 
signage standards align with one another?

• Should electronic message centers be allowed for public, institutional, and 
community uses?
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Church Street Signage Standards Alignment

Policy Question: Should the Church Street District and Church Street Vision Incentive Overlay signage 
standards align with one another? 

Considerations:

• Church Street Vision Incentive Overlay purposefully has stricter regulations than the Church 
Street District 

• Developers opting into Church Street Vision Overlay accept stricter standards for certain 
elements in exchange for additional building square footage, reduction in parking 
requirements, and an expedited review process

• Aligning sign illumination requirements would produce a more consistent visual appearance for 
Church Street’s signage, but could also lead to buildings with more traditional architecture 
having incongruous signage
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Electronic Message Centers for Community Uses

Policy Question: Should electronic message centers (EMCs) be allowed for 
public, institutional, and community uses?

Considerations:

• Recommendations have standards to minimize visual impact

• Text must use positive contrast (light text on darker background)

• Messages shall not be displayed for less than 20 seconds before changing

• Signs shall automatically dim based on ambient conditions and must be 
extinguished during nighttime curfew (10 PM-6 AM)

• Commercial uses would still be prohibited from having EMCs

• Recommendations may produce unwanted signage in single-family detached 
neighborhoods where most community uses are located

• DPZ staff conveying BAR’s concerns at the April 20 work session on lighting



Outdoor Lighting Regulations and Design Standards Project Update 7

Design Guidelines

• Intended to be a high-level process overview used 
in conjunction with existing guidance, such as 
application checklist

• Incorporates new guidance developed for lighting 
into existing code language

• Guidelines include information on elements 
pending Council’s input (e.g., EMCs)

• DPZ received comments from individuals about 
suggested changes but not the BAR as a whole

• Comments impacting other elements of guides not 
included in consultant’s recommendations require 
further code revisions
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Next Steps

• Ongoing:

• BAR approves memo to Town Council re: EMCs and provides Town Council with feedback on any 
additional potential code changes

• BAR revises and refines design guidelines; provides recommendations to DPZ staff

• DPZ staff works with BAR to finalize design guidelines and identify any additional code changes that may 
be warranted

• April 20: Work session with Town Council

• DPZ staff will relay any updates that may impact design guidelines to BAR

• TBD:

• Work session and public hearing with Planning Commission

• Public hearing with Town Council to approve code revisions

• BAR adopts design guidelines
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Comments? Questions?

Project Contact: 

Lyndsey Clouatre, Principal Planner

lyndsey.clouatre@viennava.gov

Thank you!

mailto:lyndsey.clouatre@viennava.gov

