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Sec. 17-15.1. Planting and replacement of trees. 

A. The preliminary plat required by this article shall be accompanied by a plan providing for
the planting and replacement of trees on site during development to the extent that, at
maturity of 20 years, minimum tree canopies or covers will be provided in the respective
zoning districts of the Town as follows:
1. 20 percent tree canopy in the RS-16, RS-12.5 and RS-10 zones.
2. 15 percent in the RM-2 and RTH zones.
3. Ten percent tree canopy in the T, C-1, C-1A, C-2, CMP and CM zones.

B. All trees planted shall meet the specifications of the American Association of Nurserymen
and the Town shall maintain in writing a system for rating the desirability for planting of
various tree species, which writing shall be available in the office of the director of public
works.

C. The planting of trees shall be done in accordance with either the standardized landscape
specifications jointly adopted by the Virginia Nurserymen's Association, the Virginia
Society of Landscape Designers and the Virginia chapter of the American Association
Society of Landscape Architects, or the road and bridge specifications of the state
department of transportation.

D. Existing trees which are to be preserved as otherwise provided in this chapter may be
included in the plan to meet all or part of the canopy requirements, and may include wooded
preserves, if the site plan identifies such trees and the trees meet standards of desirability
and life expectancy established by the Town.

E. The Town Council may grant reasonable exceptions or deviations from the requirements of
this section when strict application of the requirements would result in unnecessary or
unreasonable hardship to the developer, or to allow for reasonable development of the
following:
1. Areas devoid of woody materials.
2. Dedicated school sites.
3. Playing fields and other non-wooded recreation areas and uses of a similar nature.

F. Violation of this section shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable by fine of not
more than $250.00 and each day after the first during which such violation shall continue
shall constitute a separate violation.

(Code 1969, § 17-15.1; Ord. of 9-25-1989; Ord. of 7-1991) 
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Sec. 27-5. Tree board. 

(a) The conservation and sustainability commission, acting with the cooperation and advice of
the ISA certified Town arborist, shall constitute the Town tree board.

(b) The tree board shall have the following powers and duties:
1. To promote and protect public health, safety, and general community appearance by

planning and recommending the planting, maintenance, and removal of trees, shrubs,
and other plants on public property within the Town.

2. To ensure that the planting, maintenance, pruning, and removal of trees and shrubs on
public property within the Town are done in accordance with current accepted
standards as established and set forth by the National Arborist Association and by the
American Association of Nurserymen's Council American Standard for Nursery Stock.

3. To develop, maintain, and administer a written plan for the care, preservation, pruning,
planting, replanting, removal, or disposition of trees and shrubs in parks, along streets,
and in other public areas. Such plan will be reviewed annually, updated as necessary,
and presented to the Town Council; upon acceptance and approval by the Town
Council, such plan shall constitute the official public tree management plan for the
Town.

4. To recommend to the Town Council and to the appropriate municipal department
directors the adoption of such rules, regulations, and policies as may be necessary to
implement and enforce the public tree management plan and related ordinances.

5. To undertake an ongoing program of public outreach and education in order to promote
public understanding and support of the Town's public tree management plan and to
increase public awareness of the value and benefits of a diversified, sustainable
community forest.

(c) Review by Town Council. The Town Council shall have the right to review the conduct,
acts, and decisions of the Town tree board. Further, the tree board, when requested by the
Town Council, shall consider, investigate, make findings, report on, and recommend any
special matter or question coming within the scope of its work.

(Code 1969, § 27-5; Ord. of 9-2000; Ord. of 1-28-2019 ) 
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Sec. 18-251. - Where applicable.

Site plan control provisions shall be applicable to the alteration or construction of any building located in

a C-1, C-1A, C-1B, C-2, CM, T, RTH, RM-2, or PR zone and the alteration or construction of any building

primarily used for other than a residential use in any residential zone. Additionally, the provisions for

replacement of trees as set forth in section 18-252.E shall apply to any of the following located in the RS-16,

RS-12.5, and RS-10 zones: the development of an undeveloped tract; the redevelopment of any existing tract

by removal of a dwelling and replacement with a new dwelling; or the addition to an existing dwelling that

results in an area of disturbed soil exceeding 2,500 square feet.

(Code 1969, § 18-251; Ord. of 4-19-1971; Ord. of 5-10-1982; Ord. of 3-7-1994; Ord. of 9-9-2003; Ord. of 2-23-

2004; Ord. No. 14-002, § 1, 5-12-2014)

Sec. 18-252. - Site plan specifications.

Any person, corporation, firm or other organization or association, shall, prior to or at the time of filing

application for a building permit to erect or alter any structure in a C-1, C-1A, C-1B, C-2, CM, T, RTH, RM-2, or

PR zone, submit to the director of public works a site plan prepared by a registered architect, registered

engineer or certified land surveyor authorized by the commonwealth to practice as such. Additionally, the

provisions for replacement of trees as set forth in section 18-252 E shall apply to any of the following

located in the RS-16, RS-12.5, and RS-10 zones: the development of an undeveloped tract; the

redevelopment of any existing tract by removal of a dwelling and replacement with a new dwelling; or the

addition to an existing dwelling that results in an area of disturbed soil exceeding 2,500 square feet.

Such plan shall include the following data:

Location of all existing and proposed buildings and structures.

Boundary of the entire tract by courses and distances.

Area of the tract.

Zone of the tract.

Present record owner of the tract.

Owner, zone and present use of all contiguous property.

Width of all streets adjoining the tract (both right-of-way and pavement widths).

Location of existing edge of pavement or curbs.

Location of existing easements and underground facilities, proposed easements and

buildings and their dimensions.

Number of floors, floor area and use of each building and height of each building.

A schedule showing compliance with the parking requirements of this chapter.

https://library.municode.com/
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All off-street automobile parking space and type of surfacing (indicating size of stalls and width of aisles).

All off-street loading and pickup spaces.

Location of any poles, fire hydrants, retaining walls, pump islands, signs, doorways,

window wells, guy wires, or other structures which might interfere with automobile

parking or maneuvering.

The location and type of entrances and driveways which shall conform to the state

department of highways and Town standards and specifications.

Location of all curbs to be constructed and specify type.

Location and width of all sidewalks.

Fencing and walls to be erected; type, height and location.

The location, type and size of all existing trees as defined in this Code. If the property is

densely wooded in whole or in part, the limits of such densely wooded areas may be

shown on the plan in lieu of locating individual trees within these areas.

Topography, existing and proposed (indicating areas of major grading and slopes to be

maintained).

Disposition of storm water drainage (indicating all pipe sizes, types and grade elevations).

All sanitary sewerage facilities, indicating pipe size, type and grades and where connection

is to be made to the Town system.

Name of architect, engineer or surveyor preparing site plan.

Specifications for the removal of trees and protection of trees during clearing and grading

to include tree species, size and condition per the Town of Vienna Tree Preservation and

Planting Specifications Manual.

Grade changes or other work adjacent to a tree that is to be preserved which might affect

it adversely, with specifications on how the ground drainage and aeration will be

maintained around said tree per the Town of Vienna Tree Preservation and Planting

Specifications Manual.

Landscape planting, clearly identified by appropriate symbols, showing the location, type

and size of trees, shrubbery and screening to be planted.

All information required by sections 17-14 and 17-15(a) through (o) where applicable.

A tabulation listing the site plan specifications as they compare to minimum zoning

requirements shall be furnished with each copy of the site plan.

All information required by chapter 18.1, where applicable.

Provisions for replacement of trees during development as follows:

https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
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A plan for the planting and replacement of trees on site during development to the extent that, at maturity

of 20 years, minimum tree canopies or covers will be provided in the respective zoning districts of the Town

as follows:

Twenty percent tree canopy in the RS-16, RS-12.5, and RS-10.

Fifteen percent in the RM-2 and RTH zones.

Ten percent tree canopy in the T, C-1, C-1A, C-2, CMP, and CM zones.

Replacement trees shall be in-kind in accordance with the Tree Preservation and

Planting Specifications Manual.

All trees planted shall meet the specifications of the Town of Vienna Tree Preservation

and Planting Specifications Manual. The Manual will be available in hardcopy at the

Department of Public Works and online available for download at www.viennava.gov.

Existing trees which are to be preserved, and with no citations having been issued by the

Town of Vienna throughout the duration of the project, may be included in the plan to

meet all or part of the canopy requirements if the site plan identifies such trees and the

trees meet standards of desirability and life expectancy established by the Town. Town of

Vienna staff will perform a minimum of two unannounced site inspections to determine

compliance with tree protection and preservation regulations during construction.

The Town Council may grant reasonable exceptions or deviations from the requirements

of this section when strict application of the requirements would result in unnecessary or

unreasonable hardship to the developer, or to allow for reasonable development of the

following:

Areas devoid of woody materials.

Dedicated school sites.

Playing fields and other non-wooded areas and uses of a similar nature.

Violation of this section shall constitute a Class 3 misdemeanor punishable by fine of not

more than $250.00, and each day after the first during which such violation shall continue

shall constitute a separate violation.

(Code 1969, § 18-252; Ord. of 4-1968; Ord. of 4-19-1971; Ord. of 2-25-1974; Ord. of 7-6-1981; Ord. of 1-4-

1982; Ord. of 9-1989; Ord. of 7-1991; Ord. of 3-7-1994; Ord. of 9-9-2003; Ord. of 2-23-2004; Ord. No. 14-002,

§ 1, 5-12-2014)
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