
Patrick Henry Library and Garage

1. NARRATIVE

The scope of this project is to replace the existing Patrick Henry Library with a new expanded library and 
adjacent parking garage.  The 1.43-acre site is located in the heart of the Town of Vienna at the 
intersection of Maple Avenue and Center Street. As part of the Fairfax County Library system, it serves 
the residents of the town and the surrounding communities.  The existing 13,800 square foot facility was 
opened in 1971 and renovated with an addition in 1995.  The current facility is experiencing a growing 
user base with no room for expansion, insufficient parking, and outdated building systems.  The new 
facility will address these shortcomings and, in partnership with the Town of Vienna, provide additional 
parking for public use.

The existing library site is zoned C-2 General Commercial, and is bounded on the northwest by Maple 
Avenue, which is the primary façade, on the southwest by Center Street, on the northeast by East Maple 
LLC, and on the southeast by the Vienna Elementary School.  One of the project goals is to create a 
strong connection between the library and the pedestrian activity along Maple Avenue.  To achieve this, 
the library floor has been set at the lowest possible elevation flush at the high end of Maple Avenue 
with raised planters along the façade that diminish the impact of the increasing grade difference toward 
the intersection and provide opportunities for seating and for vegetation along the facade. 

Because the programmatic requirements will fill the entire site, the new library is organized with the 
library building stretching the width of the front of the site along Maple Avenue, and the garage 
extending across the back of the site.  A drive aisle will be provided along the northeast property line 
that will provide access from Maple Avenue to the garage and to the adjacent school property. The 
school currently uses the existing library parking lot for access to their rear service area and dumpster 
location.  The new library will continue this practice, and a new easement will be executed to codify the 
school’s right of use.

The geometry of the site results in a long rectangular plan shape for the new one-story library with the 
result that the four level parking garage is screened from view along Maple Avenue.  In elevation, the 
length of the front façade is divided into alternating elements of curtain wall glazing and brick features.  
The composition breaks down the scale of the building and relates to the predominantly brick aesthetic 
of the Town of Vienna.  Gable roof elements provide accents at the corner of Maple Avenue and Center 
Street, and at the main library entrance.

The Maple Avenue library entrance is at the approximate middle of the building.  The entrance is 
through an outdoor courtyard with space for tables and seating for use by both library patrons and 
pedestrians along Maple Avenue.  The courtyard is protected from the weather with a gabled roof 
canopy of exposed steel structure and timber roof decking.

Vehicular access to the garage from both Maple Avenue and Center Street. The four levels of parking 
will provide a minimum of 216 spaces with 125 allocated to library patrons and the remainder to public 
parking for the Town of Vienna.  Accessible parking and electric vehicle charging stations will be 
provided.  Two stair towers and an elevator will connect the upper parking levels to the library entrance 
level and to grade level access to both Maple Avenue and Center Street.  Protected bicycle racks are 
located within the garage near the library entrance door. 

The exposed vertical structure of the precast concrete garage is clad in brick matching the library 
building.  Horizontal spandrels are exposed concrete with a horizontal fluted pattern.  White color 
concrete bands moderate the vertical scale of the structure and decorative metal grilles will provide
detail to the elevations. Topping the garage will be an open lattice structure supporting a large array of
photovoltaic panels which will provide the electricity needed for the building to achieve its net zero
energy goal.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS PHOTOS

Existing Library from the intersection of Maple Avenue and Center Street

Existing Library - Maple Avenue façade



Existing Library – Center Street façade

Existing library and parking lot from the north



Adjacent property on the northeast: Vienna Professional Center



Adjacent property on the southeast: Vienna Elementary School

Adjacent property opposite on Maple Avenue: Somerset Trust Company



Adjacent property opposite on Maple Avenue: IP&T Group LLP

Adjacent property opposite on Maple Avenue: Vienna Inn

 



Adjacent property opposite on Maple Avenue: Beekman Place Antiques, The Peartree 
Cottage Gift Shop, Herat Oriental Rugs

Adjacent property opposite corner: low-rise commercial



Adjacent property opposite on Center Street: Sunoco Gas Station

Adjacent property opposite on Center Street: School of Rock




