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By LisERTINA BRANDT AND KATHERINE GLARKE.

Luxury real-estate markets
across the country are
propelled by the biggest
local industries, whether
it’s high finance in New
York, big oil in Texas, Wal-
 mart in Bentonville, Ark,,
'or Hollywood in L.A. On
North Carolina’s Lake Nor-
man, there’s no disputing the-driver: It’s Nascar.
The Lake Norman area, located roughly 20 miles
- north of Charlotte, N.C;, has long been home'to. -
some. of Nascar’s mostvsuccessful drivérs, thanks to :
its proximity to the Chiarlotte Motor Speedway and
the headquarters of somg of the sporfs best knowi
- PIease turnto pageM4;

Ileve its not that friggin’ noisy. »
A mashup of tennis; ping pong
i"and. badniinton, pickléball is one
f the fastest-growing sports in
+-the UiS., with légions of fans anid
a growing list-of celebrity back-
ers, ificluding NFIL quarterback
Tom Brady and basketball super~
star LeBron |
TEAM SPIRIT James. It hias
-also become a
39% lightning rod -
. Rise in.number ~ for controversy
of U.S. players = Within some
from 2019 residential com-
to 2021 munities, where
N exuberant
shouting, competition for court
. time and the telltale sound of
players whacking Wiffle-like balls
with paddles has pit neighbors
against each other, leading to
name-calling and yellmg, even
lawsuits.

‘Pickleball dates to the 19605,
but its popularity skyrocketed
during Covxd as more people
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IT WAS FUN AND GAMES at first. :
But, when ‘pickieballers took over:
the tennis court at River: Canyon
Estates in Bend, Oré,, for hoiwr§ on
end, biringing boom boxes, hurlmg
profamtles and letting dogs rim .
loose—riot to méntion the ¢on«
stant pokipok-pok of balls hitting
paddles=the neighbors said
enough is enough C b

- Fearing a lawsuit, the boald of
the homeowihers association en-
listed a professmnal mediator. It-
cormissioned a sound. study and
considered ways to reduée pickle-
ball nolse—to no.avail, In Febru-
ary; the board banned pickleball .
from the commumty’s tenms
coumt, -

*“We had to make a really tough
décision,” said David Fitkel, a for~ -
mer HOA president at:River Can-
yon, “But the bottorn line is, you
can't believe the noise pickleball
makes, The people who are pickle-
ball advocates just choose to-be-
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Pickleball’s

val ';Te'a‘,m.s :

the in,ﬂux" of |

players. (Four - -

plckleball
“courts can fit
on a-single
ding: lines and

" winitis was £e rage, now it’s

picklghall” said Robett Ducharme, -

an attorney in'New Hampshire
who. advises condomiftium and

HOA boards; He said more cont- -~

munities. ave adding pickieball to
keep résidents erigaged. '
Pickleball evangelists say the
sportis a fun way for.players of
all ages to exercise safely, ‘soclal-
jze.and get their competitive

juices flowing. Some call it addic- .

tive; and pickleball rivalries have
been known to éscalate on and off
the court.. "

Af-Cinco Ranch; a master-
planned commuinity ini Katy,
Texas,:Where homes cost

"$350,000 to-more than $1 million,

teniiis and pickleball players have

faced off over court time and eti-
quette, Things came to a head re-
cently over plans {0 paint pickle--

. ball lines.on an existing tennis

court,

A group of tennis players ar-
gited in a petition thaf pickleball
causes overcrowding, especially
during tournament-style games,
leading to excessive wear-and-tear
on the courts. “Families [playing
tennis] dow't like to play beside
these large groups,” while com-
petitive players “canmot focus
with pickle balls coming on and
off their court constantly,” the pe-
titjon said.

Lilah Poltz, 41, a pickleball
player at Cinco Ranch who advo-
cated for the court re-striping,
said it has all become “quite polit-
ical” At a recent HOA board
meeting, Ms. Poltz, who works in
marketing; sald about 10 people
came to oppose pickleball, includ-
ing one wonian who kept refer-
ring to pickleball players as ’
llpests.» . . .' .

«It's been awkward, And it’s
been uncomfortable because these
are your neighbors. You want to
get along)” Ms, Poltz said.

There are about 10,600 regis-
tered pickleball venues in the U.S.,
including more than 1,000 new
venties added in 2021 and more
than 900 added in. 2020, accord-
ing to USA Pickiéball, the sport’s
governing body. Many residential
communitles are Jeaning into the

 Meredith Carr sued over.e

“three pickleball courts this.year, craating a contro

(+3

versy among fesidents of the community. ~

- Pickleball’s Populatity
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sport, and courts are seen as a
valuable asset.

The portion of for-sale listings
that mention pickleball rose 86%
in October 2022 from October
2021, according to Zillow.

At River Canyon Estates, where
homes sold for nearly $400,000 to
about $1.4 million over the past
two years, the tipping point in the
pickleball brouhaha came last
year, when a group of pickieball
players proposéd re-striping a sin-
gle tennis court to create four

. pickleball courts.

Adrian Bennett IIf, who solda
townhouse facing the court last

. year for $599,000, said large

groups of pickleball players con-
verged on the once-sleapy court,
some bringing thermoses he sus-
pected weren’t filled with water,

“Things-got pretty much out of
control,” said Mr. Bennett, 81,
who-added that he didn’t sell his
hotne bécause of the noise, al-
though he certainly wasn’t a fan
of it. “It was rather obnoxious to
have them playing there.”

A study commissioned by the

HOA found the sound level from -

the pickleball court topped 65
decibels at several nearby homes.
By comparison, a norpial conver-
sation is about 60 decibels and a
hairdryer is roughly:90 decibels.
Tennis hits até typically about 14

- decibels lower than pickleball and

The portion of for-sale
listings that mention
pickleball rose 86%
in October 2022 from
October 2021,
according to Zillow.

. :
make a lower-pitch sound, said’

Bob Unetich, d referée who has a
consulting business focused on

‘ noise mitigation. Pickleball’s
- higher-pitch sound is miore annoy-

ing to the human ear, he added.
Part of the problem was that
several homes were within 65 feet
of the ¢ourt, said Terry Smith, an-
other former.HOA president who
lives & few houses down from the

court and said he could hear pick-
leball “quite easily” upstairs in his
home, To ba effective, a sound
barrier around the court would
have to be 16 to 20 feet high, he
said, Even then, he added, the
poard could be sued—and would
likely lose, - L

- In Naplés, Fla., earlier this year,
residents sued the homeowners
association at Village Walk, an
850-home. community where
prices range fiom $535,000 to

- about $900,000, over expenses

‘tied to three new pickleball
eourts, In the suit, plaintiff Mere-

" dith Carr alléged the HOA spent

more than $100,000 in restricted
reserve funds for new recreational
facilities—including the courts—
without residents’ approval.

Ms. Carr is part of a group of
mostly anonymous residents
called VW Stop Spending, which
opposed an HOA fee increase last
year and has published blog posts
critical of the HOA board’s leader-
ship. “It’s not that 'm against
pickieball by any means, it’s the
principle,” said Ms. Cary, 53, who
owns a two-bedroom villa at Vil-

Diahe, Green-Kelly $ald it was important o add court:

T R

lage Waik, “The president thinks
she’s above the law.”
Diane Green-Kelly, the BOA

" board president, rebutted the

characterization. The HOA fee in-

_crease was in line with inflation,

she sald, and that money went to-
ward operating expenses. (Money

‘for the courts, she added, came

from another fund.) Also, the
Doard held several town hall
meetings about pickleball, Based
on residetit feedback, it conducted
a sound stidy and installed
Acoustiblok panels-to minimize
noise. Ms. Green-Kelly said the
courts have been full, and she
hasn’t received any noise com-
plaints. '

.7 can’t tell you it just rolis off
my back. They’re very personal -
about it,” Ms. Green-Kelly, & trial
lawyer by trade, said of the cxiti-
cism. “We’ve had to just learn to
try to ignore it She-said the
courts are valuable to the commu-
nity as a whole, Without them,
she added, “we might be dying on
the vine because we weren’t keep-
ing up with what people wanted.”

Pelican Preserve in Fort Myers,
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Fla,, walked: the same fine line .
last year as it tried fo meet pick-
leball demand While satisfying
residents concerned about the
noise, The 2,500-home community
had six pickleball courts that were
constantly packed, said Frank
Robérs, prasident of the HOA
board. A proposed location of six
additional courts, however, was
rejected by homeowners,

Romeo and Susan DeMarco,
who paid. $407,000 for their four-
bedroom home in 2019, were
among those objecting, Their -
house, which is adjacent to a na-
ture preserve, is about 400 feet
from the proposed courts. “We
kind of thought of it as a dripping
faucet,” said M, DeMarco, 75, of
pickleball’s constant noise.

After several impassioned dis-
cussions, he said, the board ulti-
mately identified another loca-
tion. Mr. Robers said the HOA
spent about $100,000 to relocate
a softball field and build the new
pickleball courts in its place, “At .
the end of the day, honestly, we
decided for the good of the com-
munity and these residents,” he

said. “It was worth doing.”

“Roy:Seaverson, 65, a retired
dentist who lives at Sun City
Grand.in Surprise, Ariz., said he
and-his wife, Julle'Seaverson, 64,
did their research before buying a

it

avold noise complaints.

" Susan ‘and Romeo

$735,000 house close to their
community’s gickleball courts-in
2014. He said they walked around
the neighborhood to gauge the
sound level, which they deemed a
nonissue. Mr, Seaverson, who

B gl WAL k 3
Peflcan Preserve put In six new pickleball courts far from residences to

Price: $407,000in 2019

DeMarco, at their, hpm'e.'in Pelican Preserve; were concerned about the location of new pickleball courts.

plays pickleball five or six times a
week, said the house is on a golf
course, and although the couple
was drawn to-the home for its * -
views, the proximity to pickleball
is a bonus. .

“We definitely talk about how
we feel fortunate being close
enough that you can walk down
and yow're right there,” he said.

Troy Konz, 62, president of Sun
City Grand’s pickleball club, said
the sport is a top draw for the
9,800-home community, which has
11 tennis courts and 22 pickleball
courts that are packed from about
7 am. to 9 p.m, The pickleball
club has nearly 1,800 members,
up from around 900 in 20186, said
Mr. Konz, a former high-school
athlete who called pickleball easy
to play, great exercise and incredi-
bly social.

Mr. Kongz said Sun City Grand
has refined its nojse-mitigation
efforts over the years, including
regular sound studies and wind
screens. It allows only certain
paddles to be used on its courts.
And he admitted that for years,
the community’s pickleball and

tennis clubs clashed over court
time, Only recently did they make
peace with each other, he said,
“We got together.and said,
enough s enough, why are we
fighting?” Mr. Konz.said, They
also have united over a common

" enemy:.a faction of homeowners

who would like to see'the tennis-
court converted for basketball.

HOA Board President Frank Robers
negotiated the court location,
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