Fabruary 17, 1970

MEMORANDUM

TO: PLANNING COMMISSTON
ec:  Town Council

FROM: MAYOR

RE: Authorities, Duties and Procedures.

At its regular meeting of February 16th, the
Town Councll approved the Authorities, Duties and
Procedures for the Planning Commlssion with one minor
modificatlon.

The Town Council also formally commended the

Commission on dts efforts in producing a valuable and
worthwhile document.
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February 12, 1970

MEMORANDUM |

T0 | t Mayor and Town Council

FROM~  : Planning Comdasion

'SUBJECT - : Revised Statement of Planning Gomiaaioﬁ Authority,
Duties and Procedures ~

REFERENCE & * Memorandum from Meyor, same Subjech, February 3, 1970

At its regular meebting of Februery 11, 1970 the Plamning

. Commission considered the comments and questions raised in Reference,

The attached re~draft, approved unanimously by the six merbers pro-
sent, incorporates the essence of the Mayorts suggestions, Specific
changes have been made in the language relating to Membership and in

Parass 2, L, and 6 under Meetings,

The Mayor guestioned use of the word "freeholder", under Member-
ship, and the limitation on terms of officera. The word "freeholder ®
is retained since it is specifically employed in 15.1-437 of the Code,
Although Para, 6, Mee‘hﬁ_%s, has been revised slightly, 1t retains the
Jimitation on terms, The Comuigsion feels this is necessary in order - .
%o encourage new ideas and innovative approaches to Town problems, and
0 provide opportunities for &ll Commlssion menbers to share in the
leadership roleq “ ' '

The Mayor also asked whether bthe Town Atbtorney had reviewed the

' Commission statement, He did examine the November 2L, 1969 draft and, - |

in his memorandum of January 2, 1970 to the Commission, made the

" Pollowing statementa:

Ag you are aware these matters are all covered by general law,

. however, if it is youwr intention fo pull together all such infore
mation for the benefit of Commigsion members, it appears to be an
excellent idea.

. S0 -

There does not appear bo be any conflict with existing State law
and I therefore see no legal objectlion tc the circulation of such
a drafle o

Several suggestlons made by the Town Attormey were incorporated in the
revision of January 28, ‘It is requested that a copy of the abtached be
made available to the Attorney for his final review.  Contingent upon

- -his acceptance of the paper, it is requested that the Council then-
- approve the abtached Statement, S

Respectfully subpitted,
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. . THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE
| TOWN OF VIENNA, VIRGINIA

AUTHORTTY, DUTIES AND PROCEDURES

AUTHORITL

Tho PCI.am:Lng Commigsion of the Town of Vienna, Virginia (hereinaﬁ:er
referved o as the Comission) operates under authority granted %o the
Tovn of Vienna in Section 15‘.1“1137 of the Code of Virginia 1960 ~= Title

“ 15,1 == Chapter 11, - \\
' . - \
DUTTES '

The Commission is an advisory body which mal'cea.racomendations to

the Mayor and Town Council on matters relating to Town plaming and

~development, The Commission functlons pmilﬁarily to promote the'ords_amly g

growih and development of the Town in accordance with esteblished objece
tives. The Commission hag the optional responsibility to make recomuels
dations o the Board of Zoning Appeals on applications for variances and

- use permits (Chapter 18, Zoning.) -

The Commission shalls

1. Exercise gene:ral supervislon of, and malke regulations for, the
administration of its affaira., e Lo

2. Prescribe rules and procedures: pertaining do ite investigations
and hearings. S B L LI IS P PR P PRI

3. Keep a comple'te record of its proceedings, be reaponeible for the
custody and preaer:ﬁ‘ationaof its papera and documenta s and make an axmnal

PR '- 1\,'
'll T
repor'h to the Town Goumilc _ o _
! st ~|.._ ‘- "'r‘-"”‘J:' -:’7‘..\‘.'_: ".J”‘_, ‘”‘I:."..‘ ”: e \”"I
‘ A LR PO L IRV I ’
| y } C'[”:\ ; .: : R W




& coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the Towm whilch will, |

L. Make recommendations concerning the oparaﬁon of the Commission
and the status of plamning within its jwrisdiction, |
5. Préﬁare, publish and distribute reports, ordinances, and other

 material relating to its activities,

6s If deemed advisasble, establish citizen advisory committess.

Y

T. Approve or disapprove preliminary plate of subdivisions

8. Consider final plats of subdivisions and make recommendations for -

.. approval or disapproval thereof %o the Council,

9« Review applications for rezonings within the area of the Vienna
Planning District and rake recomendations thereon e the Councile ' o
10, Prepare and recommend to the Councll a Comprehensive Plan for the / /
phys:.cal, gconomic and soocial develapment of the Town, The Gomprehenéive _ |

- Pla,n shall be made wlth the general. puwrpose of gulding and accomplishing

in accordance with present and probable future needs and resources, best

: 'promoﬁe the health, safety; morals, order, convenience, wosﬁecrity or . ‘ ’;

general welfare -of the inhabitants, The Commission may request assistance

and recommendations on specific featires of the Flan from members of the
. Town Staff, but retains the responsibility for preparing ‘hha f£ing). Plan

which it presen’ss o the Mayor and Gouncil for apprwal.,
PROCEDURES ' '

A, Nembership
The Commission shaJJ. consiat of nine membea.-s, appointed by Council

. Zor a term of five yeera, The Gomnission W\Wte oarﬂidates for
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Coureil consideration, Members must be residents of the Town, freeholders, .

and qualified by lmowledge. and experience to make declsions on questlons

" of community growbh and development, One member of the Commisslon may be

& menber of Council. Vacancies shall be £illed by 'a.p"pointment for the
unexpired temm only. Menbers may be removed for ma.lfeaaance :l.n office,
Morhers may be rembwsed Lo aetuallexpenses incwrred, or compansated fm'

%heir services, or both,

Be Meetings , .
1, The Commission shall meet on the second and fowrth Wednesaday of

each month at 8:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chamber, Speclal meetings

may be called by the Chairman or by two members upon written notice to the

. secrebary. The secrebary shall mail to all members, at least five days in
_advance of a special mae"bing, a m'iibten notice i‘ixing the time and place of

“the mesting and the purpose tb,ereof., Wri'btan nolce of a special meeting

48 not requived if the time of ‘he apecial meeliing has been fixed ab a
© regular mée’hing, or 1f all mainbex_'s are mresent at the special meoting o

£ile a written waiver of notice.

2. A majority of the menbers ahal’l.l conatitute & quorum and no action
of the Commission shall be valid unless authorized by a majomity vole of

~those present. On any issue before the Goxmn:l,asion requiring & vobe, auoh
.. vote shall be recorded so as to indicate 'hhe "ayvaa" "nays", and absten~
.*i;:x.ons, and the absence of any mmbm‘. |

3. ALl ragular Gomisaion maet:l.ngs and all specj.al maetings called

%0 tranaac'h public hus:!.neaa aha.].“l. be imblic, and 'lshe racowda of i‘bs |
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transactions shall be a public records Brxecubive and informal work
sessions may be held to whioch interested citizens may be invited to

| participates

L. The Commission may hold joint public hearings with Councill,
and joint work sesalons with Council and other Town commissions and

‘boards, With approval of Council, the Commission may hold joint work

sessions with the Fairfex County Planning Staff, and Joink public

_ hearings with the Fairfax County Planning Commission,

5. Any Commission memwber who owns or has any inberest in land

~ on which rezoning action is taken by the Commission shall make & full,

pu‘b:L'Lc disclosure of the exact natm'e of his interest .and shall refrain

| i'rom votmg o participating in any way in any procedding relating theretios

6 The amnual meetn.ng of the Commission shall be the first regular

‘ _mee'hing in Jannary of each year. Such meetings shall be devoted %o the
" @lectlon of officers for the ensuing year and such obher business as shall |

be acheduled ’by the Commission. The officers of the Cowmission shall
_cons'is*h of & Chairman and a Vice~Chairman, eléc'ted by a majority of the
menberg of the Commission for a term of ons year. Officers may searve
for not more than tiwo full consecutive berma,

7o ALL meetings of the co:rmliaaion shall be conduc'hed in Accordance?
with Robert's Rules of Qrder, '

C. Communicabions

le The Gomniasion sﬁall'ébmmunicate_i‘té _":'I’.'indings-' and:ecmndahionsj
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February 11, 1970

Approved by Council on Febﬁu'a'T‘y _-‘16,"19.7,0'11

%o the Mayor and Council, and/or %o other cormissions and boards, as

. may be sppropriates

2, The Commission shall be furnished copies of all papers, prepared

" by or available to, the Town Staff which relate to the purpose, functions
| ", or duties of the Commisaion, | '

3. The Commisgion may addrees comnunioationa on ma‘htera of pla.rming
to civic organizations and d.ntemea‘bed cit:l.zens in 'bhe Toem.
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